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Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

Allow me ladies and gentlemen to express my gratitude at being invited to 

be the guest of honour at this the occasion of the commemoration of 

World Water Day.  

It is indeed symbolic that we are gathered here in Victoria Falls, one of the 

seven Wonders of the World, to reflect on the very water that has made 

the Victoria Falls the wonder that it is.  

This demonstrates that water is not just important for domestic and 

industrial use, but is central to economic development by virtue of its 

magnificent co-existence with nature as is epitomised by the mighty Falls.  

 

Evidence abounds globally that fresh water resources are fast dwindling, 

thus leading to water related conflicts. This puts into perspective the need 

for protracted regional and intercontinental cooperation on water, as is 

aptly captured by the 2013 World Water Day theme, International Year of 

Water Cooperation. 
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Consistent provision of clean water to all citizens is one of the key result 

areas of the Government Work Programme. We acknowledge the centrality 

of water in the country’s socio-economic development and have thus as 

Government supported initiatives to foster the development of the water 

sector.  

We appreciate that the country has dry and arid regions, particularly in the 

Mtabeleland region and that is why the responsible Ministry is working flat 

out to ensure dam construction and to fast-track work on the Zambezi 

water project to address this serious national concern.  

While often times the socio-economic value of water is not in dispute, it is 

water as a source of conflict that is often ignored, particularly so at 

community level. Water scarce communities are often characterised by 

conflict between and among community members as they seek to access 

the little available water. Such conflict tends to stifle community harmony 

and development ultimately suffers.  
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Conflict over water at a regional and international scale is just as 

catastrophic. The Nile River conflict in North Africa is a case in point. Left 

unchecked, such conflict can spread to other river basins thus further 

compromising the already fragile continental harmony.  

It is therefore critical for national Governments to put in place mechanisms 

for systematic and mutually beneficial cooperation mechanisms. Such 

initiatives should further cascade down to the community level where water 

users are domiciled. At a time when political conflict is so prevalent 

globally, it will indeed be a tragedy when future wars are fought over 

water. As Government we are alive to these possibilities and have thus 

sought to ensure that Zimbabwe wholesomely participates in all relevant 

regional and international water cooperation mechanisms and processes.  

 

Let me also hasten to state that while 22 March is the day set aside by the 

United Nations to reflect on freshwater resources, water is too precious a 

resource and requires concerted and year-round reflection. I therefore 

challenge the Ministry of Water Resources Development and Management 

to ensure that water remains a perpetual agenda in national discourse.  
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We all appreciate the water supply challenges and the more water issues 

are discussed, the more duty bearers and claim holders will appreciate 

their obligations and responsibilities respectively.  

Concerted effort in water service provision is particularly prudent 

considering that the United Nations General Assembly in 2010 declared 

water as a basic human right.  

This obligates us as a Government to ensure that each and every citizen of 

Zimbabwe has consistent access to good quality water. While I note the 

limited fiscal space constraining optimum investment in the water sector, I 

am however pleased by the milestones recorded across the country in 

ensuring improved water provision since 2009.  

I had the opportunity yesterday to tour Gwayi - Shangani dam, the first 

phase of the National Matabeleland Zambezi Water Project (NMZWP). The 

project in its entirety will establish a green belt in Matabeleland North and 

uplift many a community from the shackles of poverty. 
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 l am delighted that this project is set to be implemented and concluded in 

our lifetime, a feat we all await with great anticipation. I therefore 

challenge the Minister of Water Resources Development and Management 

to ensure the speedy completion of the Zambezi Water Project.   

I was also enthused to hear the Minister of Water announce that 

Zimbabwe is set to host the Zambezi Watercourse Commission (ZAMCOM) 

Secretariat after a successful bid in 2012. This demonstrates that as 

Zimbabwe reclaims its glory days, we will have even greater capacity to 

influence regional processes and further assert Zimbabwe as a force to 

reckon with in water resources management. 

In retrospect, it is worth emphasising that at a time when water is fast 

becoming a catalyst for bilateral and multilateral conflict; concerted effort 

is required at community and national level so as to attain the envisaged 

vision of effective and efficient cooperation mechanisms in water resources 

management.  

I thank you 
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ZINWA Management and Staff here present 

Invited Guests 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

We witnessed this morning the commemorations of World Water 

Day at Chinotimba stadium. We are gathered again this afternoon 

to launch the National Water Policy, in what demonstrates the 

centrality of water in our political and socio-economic well being 

as a people.  

Water is life and mechanisms to ensure its sector-wide 

distribution should be supported by progressive Zimbabweans.  

There is significant complementarity between the World Water 

Day theme, International Year of Water Cooperation and the 

rationale of the National Water Policy in that the policy seeks to 

ensure coordination between and among various stakeholders in 

the water sector for purposes of optimum beneficiation.  
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Cognisant of the fact that all sectors of Zimbabwe’s socio-

economic strata make use of water in various quantities for 

various functions, this water policy is prudent in that it spells out 

cooperation mechanisms in a mutually beneficial manner. The 

need for coordination mechanisms between and among 

Government departments and the private sector cannot be 

overemphasised. While the law is one mechanism to define and 

allocate rights and responsibilities to particular Government 

departments, the same applies to policy pronouncements in that 

they equally state in clear terms the roles, responsibilities and 

operational methodologies of service providers.  

I have no doubt in my mind that the NWP will herald a new era in 

water resources development planning and management. Water 

governance has evolved over the years and the policy seeks to 

ensure that Zimbabwe keeps abreast with international trends 

and thought processes.  
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It is high time that Government service provision ceases to be 

associated with bureaucracy, red tape, duplication of roles, 

resource inefficiency and elite capture. Attainment of broad based 

cost effective service provision starts at a planning stage. With 

the National Water Policy having been crafted, what remains is its 

implementation, paving the way for user oriented service 

provision.  

The success of this policy should be determined by improved 

governance of the water sector as well as universal access to 

water. I will meanwhile use the authority vested in me to ensure 

that the water sector is competitively resourced so that the ideals 

and values of the policy are attained.    
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I commend the Ministry of Water Resources Development and 

Management for crafting Zimbabwe’s first ever comprehensive 

National Water Policy. This is indeed a milestone from which we 

derive great pride. At a time when water and sanitation services 

are suffering from decades of disinvestment, it is my hope that 

the policy will not only stimulate investment in the water sector 

but also ensure that water supply challenges become a thing of 

the past in the very near future.  

In that regard, let us bear in mind that many a policy have been 

launched before, and equally many have never been 

implemented, in what demonstrates an unfortunate cancer 

afflicting public governance in Zimbabwe, failure to implement or 

operationalise policy pronouncements! It would appear as if we 

derive glory in theoretical concepts, yet the real deal lies in 

implementing policy proposals for the good of the country, and 

more often than note we are found wanting in this regard.  
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It is even more regrettable when we fail to implement our policies 

only for our neighbouring countries to implement them with great 

success.  

It is equally my belief that Government should not necessarily 

monopolise service provision. The common approach in 

international public governance is that Governments should 

largely play a regulatory, mediatory and facilitation role more 

than being the main economic actors. The introduction of private 

water providers as enunciated in the National Water Policy should 

ensure that water is provided to the otherwise hard to reach 

communities. One only needs to look at some of the success 

stories of private sector participation in the national economy. 

The same approach in water governance as is contained in the 

water policy is likely to lead to improved water supply. It is 

therefore commendable that the water policy lays the framework 

for public private partnerships.   
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The National Water Policy is not a document for Government, but 

is a document for the people of Zimbabwe in their diversity as 

water users. Government has set out the framework and what 

remains is for stakeholders to realise the encapsulated vision.  

With these remarks, invited guests, ladies and gentlemen, I wish 

to declare the National Water Policy officially launched.  

 

I thank you! 

 

 


